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1.  Opening 
 
The vice chair opened Meeting 837 of the Domestic Names Committee (DNC) at 9:35 a.m. and 
requested a roll call of the members.  The chair joined the meeting later. 
 
The meeting was held virtually, due to ongoing concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  The 
vice chair invited the members to review the reports that were distributed previously and to email 
any questions or comments to the staff.  (Please note the reports appended hereto may have been 
edited for length and/or clarity.) 
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 836 
 
The minutes of Meeting 836, held July 8, 2021, were approved as submitted. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
See attached report. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
There was no written report.  Guempel noted that he and Palmer have discussed comparing the 
BGN’s Principles to those of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names to see 
how well they align and if any changes might be needed. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Lyon) 
 
There was no written report.  Lyon noted that she is still seeking new membership for the committee 
and that she continues to work on revisions to the BGN pamphlets. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
There was no written report.  Guempel reported that he has been hired as Executive Secretary of the 
Domestic Names Committee and thanked everyone for their support and encouragement while he 
was detailed into the position, noting also that it has been a time of transition for the BGN.  He 
suggested, moving forward, that the BGN and its chairs should be more specific about assigning 
priorities and actions to the DNC staff, while recognizing that there are already significant demands 
on their time and resources.  He also hopes to see increased engagement with users of geographic 
names beyond the Federal Government and with the wider community, noting that he is planning to 
meet in November with representatives of Google Maps to learn how they use the Geographic 
Names Information System (GNIS).  He would like to see presentations at DNC meetings from 
Federal partners, State Names Authorities, commercial third-party geographic names users, and 
toponymic researchers.  He will pursue the goals outlined in the 2019 policy meeting and in the 2021 
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strategic plan.  He expects commitment from the chair and DNC members to continue these efforts, 
including through dedicated subcommittees and working groups.  He reaffirmed that the DNC staff 
is here to work for the DNC as they set actions and priorities.  Members and staff offered 
congratulations to Guempel. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
See attached report.   
 
Salz asked if it would be appropriate for DNC members to attend State Names Authority (SNA) 
meetings, especially as more are being held virtually.  The consensus was that these meeting 
discussions are helpful and can provide context to the material that is included in the SNA meeting 
minutes.  Guempel suggested asking the Council of Geographic Names Authorities to comment on 
the matter, noting also that the SNA members should also be encouraged to attend DNC meetings.   
 
There was also some discussion regarding DNC members, specifically those from Federal land 
management agencies, attending SNA meetings and providing input into proposals in their areas of 
interest.  Mahoney noted that representatives of Bureau of Land Management state and regional 
offices do attend a number of SNA meetings and share agency views.  However, it must be made 
clear that any input should not be considered official unless it has been coordinated with the BGN 
member.  Kanalley affirmed that agency participation in SNA meetings is helpful but is not always 
consistent.   
 
Runyon noted that the November DNC meeting coincides with the Veterans Day holiday.  As such, 
it was agreed that the meeting should be canceled. 
 
A researcher from the University of the Free State in South Africa contacted the staff to ask if the 
BGN considers American Sign Language names in the standardization of place names, noting that 
“the United States provides some legal recognition to your national sign language” and that New 
Zealand and Finland do incorporate such names into their toponymic programs.  It was suggested 
that the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names might be able to provide 
guidance.  
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
There was no written report.  McCormick reminded the committee that the Geographic Names 
Information System is now offline, although the information can be downloaded as text files.   
Guempel and staff have been working with the USGS National Map delivery team to develop an 
interim names search tool.  There is no estimated date for delivery of the new GNIS search and 
maintenance tools, and developers continue to address ongoing data issues.   
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3.7  Special Committee on Native American Names and Tribal Communication (Kanalley) 
 
There was no report.  The Special Committee will meet following this meeting. 
 
Barrett joined the meeting and took over chair duties. 
 
3.7  BGN’s role regarding administrative features no longer recorded in GNIS (Members/Staff) 
 
Guempel asked to defer this item to the next DNC meeting because staff did not have sufficient time 
to prepare a briefing paper. 
 
4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  Because GNIS is currently 
offline, these new names and changes cannot be added or updated and so there will be a delay in 
assigning new GNIS Feature IDs.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties 
 
Change Lewis Chapel (FID 1291078) to Lewis Chapel Mountain, Tennessee (Review List 443) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 
Bgoji-ziibiinhs, Michigan (Review List 443) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the one objection noted in the case summary, specifically that 
geographic names should be understandable and pronounceable.  A question was raised regarding 
the requirement in Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names that Tribes should “provide an alternate but 
equivalent form of the official name” where there is “difficulty of rendering special characters” or 
“difficulty in pronouncing the name due to the use of special linguistic characters.”  Kanalley noted 
that the policy refers to names submitted by Tribes for features on Tribal Trust lands when the 
characters cannot be rendered in Unicode.  This proposal was not submitted by a Tribe, the stream is 
not on Tribal Trust lands, and there are no special writing marks in the name. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 



5 
 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Mulatto Run (FID 1471243) to Pass Run, Virginia (Review List 444) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Squaw Creek (FID 1580518) to Amber Creek and change Squaw Lake (FID 1580521) to 
Amber Lake, Wisconsin (Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest) (Review List 443) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the changes. 
 
  Vote:  17  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Change Squaw Bay (FID 1574751) to Wiicawak Bay, Wisconsin (Review List 444) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Telschows Branch, Texas (Review List 439) (FID TBD) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing concerns that the name does not 
satisfy the requirements of the Commemorative Names Policy.  It was noted that the intended 
honoree’s property only abutted the stream, and when asked, the proponent verified that was the case 
and also that the individual had served in World War II.  It was also noted that there is local and 
State support for the name.  The motion was withdrawn, with a request that the staff seek additional 
details from the proponent and the State Names Committee to show why the name satisfies the 
policy. 
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IV. Revised Decisions 
 
Change Hiʻiaka Crater (FID 359142) (BGN 2017) to Hiʻiaka, Hawaii (Hawai'i Volcanoes National 
Park) (not review listed) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Change Lowes Lake (FID 1568770) (BGN 1980) to Loew Lake, Wisconsin (Review List 444) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Celeste Lake, Alabama (Review List 443) (FID TBD) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve the name, citing concerns that the name might 
violate the Commercial Names Policy; specifically, it is linked to the proponent’s development of a 
neighborhood to be named Estates at Celeste Lake.  It was noted that a small unincorporated 
community named Celeste and Celeste Road have existed for decades and so the name is associative.  
The aforementioned policy states, “The BGN will usually reject a proposed name when the primary 
purpose is construed to promote a commercial product or enterprise.”   
 
The motion was withdrawn, and a motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  17  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Aramai Point, California (Coastal California National Monument) (Review List 441) (FID TBD) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Wilkinson Run, Pennsylvania (Review List 443) (FID TBD) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Blackberry Lake, Wisconsin (Review List 444) (FID TBD) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Chalet Lake, Wisconsin (Review List 444) (FID TBD) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
  Vote:  18  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Guempel and Barrett suggested a meeting in November to discuss the BGN’s strategic plan. 
 
Tischler requested an update on the proposal to apply the new name Courage to a locale in South 
Carolina.  At the July meeting, a tie vote had resulted in the decision being deferred to a future 
meeting.  Runyon reported that the issue was subsequently delayed after staff learned that the county 
government would be providing a signed resolution in support of the name.  
 
The staff requested guidance regarding a recently received proposal to apply the new name Kims 
Falls to an unnamed falls near Kodiak, Alaska.  The name would commemorate Kim Hunter, a well-
known Broadway and film star who was not known to have any association with Alaska.  Ms. 
Hunter is significant to the proponent because she starred in one of his favorite films, A Streetcar 
Named Desire.  The proponent noted that Kodiak already has geographic features named for film 
stars, including Lake Rose Teed, and so this name would continue the tradition.  The members 
instructed staff to process the proposal and to encourage the proponent to seek local government 
support. 
 
Allsup asked about the use of unofficial names by Federal agencies, citing the use by FEMA of the 
name Chalet Lake when it is not in GNIS.  Staff responded that this is one of numerous examples 
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and that they would like to see increased communication regarding the importance of using official 
names, as well as the addition of more Federal agencies such as FEMA to the BGN. 
 
Forrest reminded the committee that she continues to seek input to the FY21 Annual Report.  It was 
agreed this should be an agenda item at the Full Board quarterly meeting in October, primarily to 
establish which members and staff are responsible for developing content for the report. 
 
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held virtually on October 14, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m.   
 
       (signed)    
       
       ______________________________ 
       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) Meghan Barrett 
 
_______________________ 
Meghan Barrett, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. Board on Geographic Names 
Domestic Names Committee 

BGN Chair Report – September 9, 2021 
Tara Wallace 

 
1. The Foreign Names Committee 407th meeting will be held on September 14, 2021 at 1:00 

pm.  
2. The next Full Board meeting is scheduled for October 19, 2021, which will begin with a 

move to the new leadership.  
3. BGN/PCGN Meeting – informal virtual meeting scheduled for September 21, 2021 at 9:00 

am. 
4. The next meeting of the Advisory Committee on Undersea Features is work in progress.  
5. Thanks to the Special Committee on Native American Names and Tribal Communication for 

remaining activity. I presented a PowerPoint over BGN information to NATHPO on August 
18th. The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) has stood up an Indigenous 
Communities Engagement Team and BGN has been asked to participate at their next meeting 
on September 28 at 4:00p pm. I plan to present a PowerPoint.  

6. The Atlantic has reached out for a BGN press question. I am waiting to hear back from the 
Staff Writer. 

Thanks everyone for their continued effort and support of the Domestic Names Committee meetings. 
Stay safe and healthy.  
 
 

BGN/Domestic Names Committee Meeting 837 
September 9, 2021 

Staff Report 
 
Meetings and Presentations 
 
Staff attended Full Board Quarterly Meeting 282 (July 20), during which Tenielle Gaither, USGS-
Flagstaff, gave a presentation on planetary nomenclature and the status of the BGN’s Advisory 
Committee on Extraterrestrial Names. 
 
Staff participated in the August 5 meeting of the BGN’s Executive Committee.  Topics included a 
review of voting procedures for the domestic and foreign names committees; issues regarding the 
removal of names that are considered offensive; meeting agendas; and consideration of authoritative 
sources for establishing official names. 
 
Staff participated in a meeting of the BGN’s Special Committee on Native American Names and 
Tribal Communication on August 12.  Topics included a preview of the August 18 presentation to 
the National Association of Tribal Historic Preservations Officers (NATHPO) on the BGN and the 
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DNC’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names.  The committee also discussed the ongoing the need 
for increased communication with Tribal governments. 
 
Items of Current Interest 
 
Staff continues to receive inquiries from the general public and the media regarding the process and 
procedures for naming and renaming features, including changes to offensive names.  A number of 
new proposals have been received, and the preparation of Quarterly Review List 445 is underway.   
 
H.R. 4454 and S. 2400, “Reconciliation in Place Names Act:  To establish a process for the Board on 
Geographic Names to review and revise offensive names of Federal land units, to create an advisory 
committee to recommend Federal land unit names to be reviewed by the Board, and for other 
purposes,” were introduced in July.   
 
A museum curator at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill Herbarium contacted the BGN 
regarding “the presence of cringe-worthy place names in natural history collections”; she asked how 
USGS is addressing the issue and specifically “how curators can preserve the integrity of the original 
label information, while also not condoning the use of those offensive place names or plant names.”  
The staff responded that the issue is being discussed among Federal agencies, and that anyone  who 
considers a geographic name to be offensive is encouraged to submit a proposal to change it. 
 
The proposals to change the names of Squaw Mountain and Squaw Gulch in Oregon to Kailapa 
Mountain and Waiwee Gulch, respectively (Review List 443) have been withdrawn by the 
proponent.  Local tribes are being consulted to determine if other replacement names might be more 
appropriate.  
 
The staff received inquiries regarding the renaming of Wrangell-Saint Elias National Park and 
Preserve and Los Padres National Forest.  The inquirers were advised that the naming and renaming 
of Federal units is outside the BGN’s purview and would need to be addressed by the U.S. Congress. 
 
The managing editor of the American Medical Association (AMA) Manual of Style inquired about 
the correct spelling of the name of the State of Hawaii; she was informed that the official name of 
the State does not include the diacritical mark. 
 
Staff observed a virtual meeting of the Vail (Colorado) Town Council at which the proposal to 
rename Gore Range to Nuchu Range was discussed; the proponent and the chair of the CGNAB 
gave brief presentations on the proposal and the review process.   
 
State Names Authority and State Partner Activities 
Staff attended the August 13 virtual meeting of the California Advisory Committee on Geographic 
Names (CACGN).  24 proposals were on the docket for consideration; three were voted on and 21 
were deferred pending further CACGN research and outreach. 
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Staff attended the July 15 and August 19 virtual meetings of the Colorado Geographic Names 
Advisory Board.  The CGNAB continues to review the backlog of 20+ proposals.  It voted to reject 
two name changes and deferred the remainder, citing a need for further research and outreach.  The 
proponent of the change from Devils Head to Thunder Mountain (Douglas County; Review List 441) 
suggested amending the proposal to John Paul Mountain; he was advised that only he can amend or 
withdraw his proposal; his comment was forwarded to the CGNAB and the U.S. Forest Service.  The 
proposal to change the name of Negro Creek to Hops Creek (Delta County; Review List 437) has 
been withdrawn.  The proponent supports the counterproposal submitted by the county government 
to change the name to Clay Creek.  CBS Denver reported on efforts to rename Squaw Mountain in 
Clear Creek County:  Many In Favor Of Changing Name Of Squaw Mountain To ‘Mestaa’ėhehe’ – 
CBS Denver (cbslocal.com). 
 
The Nevada Board on Geographic Names and the Washington Committee on Geographic Names are 
expected to meet this fall; for both States, this will be their first meeting since prior to the pandemic.   
 
There has been little activity regarding the status of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities 
(CoGNA), other than some discussion of the need to appoint a new Executive Secretary.  CoGNA 
members and BGN staff are exploring the possibility of virtual sessions in late 2021/early 2022.  The 
status of an in-person conference in 2022 is unknown. 
 
News and Media Coverage 
 
The San Francisco Chronicle inquired about ongoing efforts to rename Squaw Valley Ski Resort. 
 
KING 5 News (Seattle) inquired about efforts to rename Mount Rainier, specifically “what that 
would take, how long the process would be, and whether any formal requests have been made.” 
 
The Longboat Observer (Florida) asked about the proposal to apply the new name Conrad Bay to an 
unnamed body of water in Manatee County (Review List 444).  After the local government learned 
that there might be a counterproposal, the proponent of Conrad Bay withdrew his proposal. 
 
NorthJersey.com ran an article  New bill would rename 1,000+ U.S. places with offensive names 
(northjersey.com).   
 
A news story at Heart of Illinois (ABC) addressed the proposal to rename Negro Creek in Bureau 
County to Adams Creek (Review List 444). 
 
The Gazette (Iowa) inquired about searching GNIS for “a list of towns and places in Iowa that still 
bear those offensive terms.” 
 
Regarding the Gore Range renaming effort, articles were published at altaonline.com and Summit 
Daily on the history of the existing name:  The Confounding Case of Sir St. George Gore 
(altaonline.com), and https://www.summitdaily.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor/letter-to-the-editor-
gore-range-is-iconic-generational-name-of-more-than-150-years/.  The Grand County Board of 

https://denver.cbslocal.com/2021/08/21/squaw-mountain-name-change-mestaaehehe/
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2021/08/21/squaw-mountain-name-change-mestaaehehe/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/life/2021/07/27/sites-offensive-names-due-change-per-congressional-bill/8079927002/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/life/2021/07/27/sites-offensive-names-due-change-per-congressional-bill/8079927002/
https://www.altaonline.com/dispatches/a36558104/gore-range-renaming/
https://www.altaonline.com/dispatches/a36558104/gore-range-renaming/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.summitdaily.com%2Fopinion%2Fletter-to-the-editor%2Fletter-to-the-editor-gore-range-is-iconic-generational-name-of-more-than-150-years%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjrunyon%40usgs.gov%7Cdb9a4b7d78274cdba7fb08d96d984c36%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637661323141286424%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i4BeoOstutUKQE3adkjv118EqaVO93AmVYHOrI6JPMM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.summitdaily.com%2Fopinion%2Fletter-to-the-editor%2Fletter-to-the-editor-gore-range-is-iconic-generational-name-of-more-than-150-years%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjrunyon%40usgs.gov%7Cdb9a4b7d78274cdba7fb08d96d984c36%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637661323141286424%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=i4BeoOstutUKQE3adkjv118EqaVO93AmVYHOrI6JPMM%3D&reserved=0
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Commissioners advised the BGN that they do not support the change from Gore Range to Nuchu 
Range:  Grand County takes stand against changing name of Gore Range | SummitDaily.com. 
 
The Washington Times published an article, 'Racism, even in geography, cannot be tolerated': Dems 
crusade to rename places, mountains, rivers - Washington Times. 
 
Various news outlets covered the process for renaming Negro Creek in Johnson County, Kansas, 
including:  Presentation on possible renaming of Negro Creek | Johnson County Kansas 
(jocogov.org) and Negro Creek renaming effort in Johnson County gets underway — here's how to 
give input (shawneemissionpost.com).  An online petition was also started: Petition · Change the 
offensive name of Negro Creek in Kansas City. · Change.org. 
 
Misc. Staff Activities 
 
The USGS staff continues to meet regularly with Esri developers to redesign the BGN’s online 
proposal form and to develop a more robust proposal tracking system.   
 
The recent disconnect of GNIS from Oracle impacted all URLs that used the APEX platform, 
including map links in the case briefs and review lists; the application to upload minutes, review 
lists, etc.; the online proposal forms (domestic and Antarctica); and other related applications.  The 
staff is evaluating how best to inform users of the status and is offering the hardcopy versions (PDF) 
of the name proposal forms in place of the online version.  
 
A number of State Names Authorities and other stakeholders inquired about the availability of GNIS 
data and BGN documents during the transition, as well as the availability and maintenance of 
administrative names moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.summitdaily.com/news/grand-county-takes-stand-against-changing-name-of-gore-range/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2021/jul/27/racism-even-geography-cannot-be-tolerated-dems-cru/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2021/jul/27/racism-even-geography-cannot-be-tolerated-dems-cru/
https://www.jocogov.org/article/2021/08/25/16700
https://www.jocogov.org/article/2021/08/25/16700
https://shawneemissionpost.com/2021/08/27/negro-creek-renaming-131169/
https://shawneemissionpost.com/2021/08/27/negro-creek-renaming-131169/
https://www.change.org/p/the-people-change-the-offensive-name-of-negro-creek-in-kansas-city?redirect=false
https://www.change.org/p/the-people-change-the-offensive-name-of-negro-creek-in-kansas-city?redirect=false
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
September 2021 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a 
link to the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized 
Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The 
Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  The Otoe-Missouria Tribal 
Historic Preservation Office responded to the Review List 443 notice, stating it has “no objection to 
the proposed name changes on Review List 443.”  If no response(s) were received regarding a 
proposal, it is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties 
 

Change Lewis Chapel (FID 1291078) to Lewis Chapel Mountain, Tennessee 
(Review List 443) 

35.340346, -85.3080177 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Sequatchie County 
Executive X     

State Names Authority Tennessee X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

 
This proposal is to change the name of Lewis Chapel, a small unincorporated community in eastern 
Sequatchie County, to Lewis Chapel Mountain.  The proponent reports that the proposed name is in 
local use and describes the area as “a mountain community that encapsulates the whole of 
Sequatchie County that tops the mountain [Walden Ridge], south to Marion County, east to 
Hamilton County, and north to Bledsoe County.”   
 
U.S. Geological Survey maps published in 1946 and 1947, and reprinted through 1974, showed the 
name Lewis Chapel (PO), while the 1989 edition labeled the community Lewis Chapel.  A church 
named Lewis Chapel, along with Lewis Chapel School, are located approximately a half mile to the 
north-northeast. 
 
There is no mountain officially named “Lewis Chapel Mountain,” but the proposal and some online 
sources suggest the name applies to the area of Walden Ridge at the crest of the Cumberland 
Escarpment. 
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II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Bgoji-ziibiinhs, Michigan 
(Review List 443) 

Mouth:  43.062826, -85.631353 / Source:  43.07856, -85.65146 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Plainfield Townsip 
Trustees X     

 Kent County 
Commissioners     X 

State Names Authority Michigan    X  
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

Other County Commissioner 
(speaking on own behalf) X     

 MI DNR cartographer  X    
 
The new name Bgoji-ziibiinhs is proposed for an officially unnamed two-mile-long tributary of the 
Grand River in the Charter Township of Plainfield in Kent County. 
 
The proponent states “We have researched the Ojibway name for this stream and are providing it to 
you so that it can appear on maps and signage and be noted by Plainfield Township, Michigan.  
There are few water features in Kent County which are noted with traditional names and this would 
have great meaning to the Native people of the area.”  He added that the name was provided by “the 
Cultural Manager of the Seventh Generation Program of the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.”  A 
language specialist with the Anishinaabe Language Revitalization Program of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Tribe has confirmed the spelling and reports that the name can be translated as “stream in 
the wilderness.”  
 
The Michigan State Names Authority has no objection to the name but shared a comment from a 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources employee who described himself as “a geographer and 
cartographer.”  He commended the proponent for his research but expressed concerns that “because 
literature and documents in the United States are directed to an English-speaking audience, words 
need to be understandable in printed form and capable of being pronounced for communication 
purposes.  The proposed name for a stream in the Native American language (Bgoji-ziibiinhs) does 
not meet these criteria. . . .  The value and usefulness of map products in this country would be 
greatly compromised if a standard of using native dialects or foreign language spelling of geographic 
names was implemented.” 
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Change Mulatto Run (FID 1471243) to Pass Run, Virginia 
(Review List 444) 

Mouth:  38.4445712, -78.2647251 / Source: 38.4288889, -78.3327778 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Madison County Board of 
Supervisors X     

State Names Authority Virginia X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

Other Madison County Historical 
Society X     

 Madison Equality Project X     

 Culpeper Chapter of the 
NAACP X     

 Literary Council of Madison 
County X     

 

2 landowners along the 
stream; 12 Madison County 
residents; 1 Madison County 
businessowner 

X     

 
1 landowner along the 
stream; 3 Madison County 
residents 

 X    

 2 landowners along the 
stream    X  

 
This proposal is to change the name of Mulatto Run, a five-mile-long tributary of the Robinson 
River in Madison County, to Pass Run.  It was submitted by a county resident on behalf of the 
Madison County Board of Supervisors (BOS), which in turn received the suggested name from the 
Madison County Historical Society (MCHS). 
 
As part of its outreach the BOS contacted 22 landowners along the stream, 34 churches and religious 
leaders; and 28 county civic associations.  Articles also appeared in the digital Mad-Rapp Recorder 
and print Madison Eagle and on February 9, 2021, the BOS held a public hearing.  In its resolution 
supporting the name, the BOS stated: 
 

‘Mulatto’ is considered by many to be a derogatory term.  The original name of the stream was 
Pass Run, as documented in land grants that date back to the 1730s and 1740s.  The stream was 
named Pass Run because it flows from the Blue Ridge Mountains [sic] down to the Robinson 
River through a pass around Gaar Mountain.  The name was changed to Mulatto Run [because of] 
local usage about 1842 and is shown as Mulatto Run in Civil War maps.  The original name of 
Pass Run has been confirmed by the [MCHS] and by Prof. Carole Nash of James Madison 
University. 
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The majority of responses from property owners and all responses from civic organizations who 
expressed an opinion to the [BOS], or in Letters to the Editor of the Madison Eagle newspaper, 
support the name change. 
 
In an extensive proposal packet, the BOS provided the following documents: 

• An excerpt from a 1999 work, “Land Grants and Surveys of Madison County, Virginia” 
which contains a 1940s map showing the extents of original land grants and original English 
place names.  In a “Landmark Overview list” it reports, but does not provide direct citations 
for: 

o “Pass—named around 1733 (pass around Garr [sic] Mountain” with “Mulatto” as the 
current name 

o “Mulatto Run—renamed around 1842 (formerly Pass Run) 
• An excerpt from Madison County Place Names (1978) which contains this entry for Mulatto 

Run: 
o “rises on NE slope of Blakey Ridge, near 382545N, 781958W, flows . . . into 

Robinson River . . . near 382640N, 782555W . . . .  Probably named for usually dingy 
color of water . . . [variants:]  Mulato Run, Pass Run” 

 
Comments in support of the change referred to the derogatory nature of the term “mulatto” as a 
reference to a person of mixed African and European ancestry.  However, others who opposed the 
change cited a possibility that it described the color of the stream.  They suggest it was not intended 
to be derogatory or to refer to a race; that there were no known families of African descent living in 
the area at the time; that only some dictionaries list the word as derogatory or offensive; that “no one 
sees any issue with the names of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People or 
the United Negro College Fund”; that the current name has been in use for 170 years; that history 
“should not be lost or forgotten”; that county residents are “friendly and caring”; and that “the 
process was flawed, only accepting responses in favor of the name and not any contrary opinions.” 
 
The respondents are in agreement that the historical name Pass Run referred either to a pass around 
Gaar Mountain or to one on Utz Hightop on top of Blakey Ridge.  A comparison of present-day 
maps with those from the 1860s shows that on the earlier maps the name Mulatto Run applied to a 
south-to-north tributary between Gaar Mountain and German Ridge that is now named White 
Walnut Run, rather than to the west-to-east tributary that is currently named Mulatto Run.  
Nonetheless, the county and the Virginia Board on Geographic Names believe it is appropriate to 
apply the name Pass Run to the stream that is currently labeled Mulatto Run.  
 
A few miles to the north of this stream is another tributary of the Robinson River that until 2017 was 
named Negro Run; it was renamed Tims Run by the BGN. 
 



17 
 

 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of the 
counties of 
Greene, 
Madison, Page, 
and 
Rockingham, 
and parts of the 
counties of 
Albemarle, 
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Change Squaw Creek (FID 1580518) to Amber Creek 
and change Squaw Lake (FID 1580521) to Amber Lake, Wisconsin 

(Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest) 
(Review List 443) 

Amber Creek:  Mouth:  45.9043956, -90.0598787 / Source: 45.8332868, -90.0382093 
Amber Lake:  45.8844676, -89.9945828 
 
    Support Oppose No 

opinion 
No 

objection 
No 

response 
Local government Fifield Town Board†     X 
 Lac du Flambeau Town Board X     
 Minocqua Town Board     X 
 Price County Board†   X   
 Vilas County Board     X 
 Oneida County Board  X    
State Names Authority Wisconsin X     
Federal Agency USFS X     
Tribes      X 

 

Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa Indians of the 
Lac du Flambeau Reservation of 
Wisconsin (proponent) 

X     

† Amber Creek only 
 
These proposals are to change the name of Squaw Creek, a 15.5-mile-long tributary of Pike Lake, to 
Amber Creek, and to change Squaw Lake, a 736-acre lake, to Amber Lake.  The stream heads in the 
Town of Minocqua in Oneida County, flows through the Town of Lac du Flambeau in Vilas County, 
and enters Pike Lake in the Town of Fifield in Price County.  The lake is in the Town of Minocqua 
and the Town of Lac du Flambeau.  Both features are located near the southwest corner of the Lac 
du Flambeau Reservation.   
 
In September 2020, the President of the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians 
of the Lac du Flambeau Reservation of Wisconsin (Lac du Flambeau Tribe) submitted proposals to 
the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council (WGNC) to change the names of Squaw Creek and 
Squaw Lake to Ikwe Creek and Ikwe Lake.  A Tribal Resolution stated, “. . . the word ‘squaw’ is a 
contemptuous term used to refer to a Native American woman, especially a wife.  Use of the term is 
considered offensive, derogatory, misogynist and racist, and the existence of a lake, creek, and roads 
bearing the derogatory name “squaw” and lying in close proximity to the Lac du Flambeau 
Reservation is hurtful and damaging to women in the Tribal community and deleterious to race 
relations. . . .”  The Tribe’s president wrote that “‘Ikwe’ is an Ojibwe word which means ‘Woman’ 
in a positive and respectful way.”  He also stated “[t]he lake name has been thrown into the faces of 
our Tribal children at area schools, and has subjected them to ridicule and bullying.”   
 
The WGNC requested recommendations from all affected town and county governments.  The 
February 2021 minutes of the Lac du Flambeau Town Board reported,  “Some of the residents from 
the Squaw Lake area met with the [Lac du Flambeau] Tribal Council and presented to them the 
name of Amber Lake,” which refers to the color of the lake’s water.  “The Tribe unanimously agreed 



19 
 
to amend its petition and replace the name of Ikwe Lake with the name of Amber Lake.”  The 
WGNC reports that the Tribe also amended its Ikwe Creek proposal to Amber Creek.   
 
The Oneida County Board of Supervisors do not support the proposals, citing a concern that “the 
applicant did not follow Chapter 21.01 of the Oneida County Code.”  The County Land Records 
Committee also informed the WGNC that “. . . Oneida County adopted this Ordinance to allow for 
better public notification of naming or re-naming geographic features than what is required under the 
State’s process.  This allows for more public input . . . the County charges a fee for these requests to 
cover expense of publishing a Class 1 notice and miscellaneous costs.  The County has not received 
the fee from any of the ‘Applicants’ which is required to process the request . . .  [We] request that 
any action . . . be postponed until the process in the Oneida County Ordinance can be followed.”  
Despite the county’s concerns, the WGNC voted to proceed with its consideration of the proposals. 
 
A recent WXPR article reported that: 
 

A couple people spoke against the change [at the WGNC meeting], not necessarily because they 
wanted to keep it as is, but they felt [the] process wasn’t public enough and didn’t give enough 
time for input.  [WGNC] Council Chair ultimately said public opinion or county approval on the 
name change didn’t matter.  “We’re not taking a vote.  This isn’t a majority decision.  We’re 
acknowledging some of the past harm here and moving toward a greater, inclusive society and 
hopefully the minor inconveniences that this name changes has is far outweighed by the 
demonstration of goodwill and mutual respect.” 

 
Change Squaw Bay (FID 1574751) to Wiicawak Bay, Wisconsin 

(Review List 444) 
43.0544413, -89.341507 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Madison Mayor and Common 
Council X     

 City of Monona Common Council X     
 Dane County Board of Supervisors X    X 
State Names Authority Wisconsin X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 
 Ho-Chunk Nation X     
Other Monona resident and journalist  X    
 
This proposal is to change the name of Squaw Bay, located on Lake Monona in Dane County, to 
Wiicawak Bay.  The bay itself is in the City of Madison, while its shoreline is in the City of 
Monona.  “Wiicawak” is Ho-Chunk for “muskrat” and is pronounced “We-cha-wuk.”  
 
The change was proposed by the Dane County Assistant Zoning Administrator on behalf of the Dane 
County Board of Supervisors.  The Ho-Chunk Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Officer confirmed 
the spelling of the name and reported that the name was suggested at a March 2019 session of the 
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Ho-Chunk Nation Traditional Court.  The proposal was forwarded to the BGN by the Wisconsin 
Geographic Names Council (WGNC). 
 
The original proposal reported:  “Some names once assigned to geographic features in the past are 
inappropriate and offensive to the Ho-Chunk Nation.  Squaw Bay is offensive to the Ho-Chunk 
Nation and Dane County wishes to rectify the historic naming.”  The name Wiicawak Bay refers to 
muskrat because “Ho-Chunk members were known to excel as fur trappers.  The muskrat, one 
animal trapped, remains highly revered and celebrated by the Ho-Chunk Nation.”  The County 
resolution in support of the change reported “In 2005, the Ho-Chunk Nation Traditional Court 
recommended renaming Squaw Bay to Muskrat Bay and have recently renewed this request.”  
(Monona City Council minutes from September 2019 noted that the 2005 request by the Ho-Chunk 
Nation of Wisconsin to the City had been tabled following public input and comment [four citizens 
for and eight against]).  The current proposal reports that “Members of the Ho-Chunk were under the 
impression the name was officially changed to Muskrat Bay at that time.” 
 
Frederic G. Cassidy’s Dane County Place-Names, published in 2009 and a reprint of a 1940s work, 
reported that the name Squaw Bay derived from a point enclosing the bay currently known as 
Winnequah Point, and formerly known as Squaw Point, among other names.  That older name is 
understood to refer to a Ho-Chunk woman named Sarah who lived at the point with her husband 
Abraham Wood.  Sarah was the daughter of the Ho-Chunk Chief Decorah (or DeKaury).  Sarah 
moved to Minnesota around 1850 and is buried in Nebraska on the Winnebago Reservation of the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska. 
 
The current name of the point, Winnequah Point, dates to around 1870 and is generally understood 
to be a portmanteau of “Winnebago” and “squaw” given by the developer of a dance hall and picnic 
ground on the point.  In the early 1900s, the bay was sometimes called Winnequah Bay or 
Winnequaw Bay.   
 
Earlier efforts to rename Squaw Bay also suggested a change for the name of the point, and the 
Monona City Council September 2019 minutes stated “‘Winnequah’ will be addressed in the future; 
this smaller step needs to be taken first.”   
 
The BGN did not receive any opposition to the proposed change; however, online news articles 
report strong opposition from a City of Monona resident and journalist who has criticized the change 
since 2005.  She believes the name should not be changed, not only because the word “squaw” is not 
inherently offensive, but also because the change would erase the memory of Sarah Wood.  She 
refers to statements by Dr. Margaret Bruchac, an anthropology professor who is Abenaki and who 
has campaigned to reclaim the word “squaw” as a term of honor for indigenous women (The Word 
Squaw: Offensive or Not? - Indian Country Today).   
 
The opponent adds “They [the proponents of Wiicawak Bay] have no problem disremembering 
women’s contributions to history in favor of a disease-carrying rodent whose burrows contribute to 
shoreline erosion and sedimentation. . . .”  Furthermore, some residents who live on Winnequah 
Road have complained about the cost associated with any potential name change.  She suggests the 

https://indiancountrytoday.com/archive/the-word-squaw-offensive-or-not
https://indiancountrytoday.com/archive/the-word-squaw-offensive-or-not
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city, county, and Tribe should instead erect a statue of a Ho-Chunk woman on the shore of the bay.  
She has not initiated a proposal to change the name to something other than Wiicawak Bay.  Her 
opposition has been covered in local news articles over the past decade:  Honoring the memory of 
Sarah DeKaury Wood | Columns | hngnews.com; The continuing campaign to remove "Squaw" from 
Squaw Bay | Columns | hngnews.com; Sunny Schubert: Honor Ho-Chunk woman by Squaw Bay, 
rather than changing its name | Column | madison.com, and Honor, don’t erase, women from our 
history | Monona / Cottage Grove Herald-Independent | hngnews.com. 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Wilkinson Run, Pennsylvania 
(Review List 443) 

Mouth: 40.25576, -75.03366 / Source: 40.254427, -75.041335 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Wrightstown Township 
Board of Supervisors X     

 Warwick Township Board 
of Supervisors    X  

 Bucks County 
Commissioners    X  

State Names Authority Pennsylvania    X  
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 
The new name Wilkinson Run is proposed for a 0.5-mile-long stream that heads in Warwick 
Township and flows generally northeast, then turns southeast to enter Neshaminy Creek in 
Wrightstown Township in Bucks County.  The stream flows along Wilkinson Road, which was 
named for Samuel Wilkinson (1816?-1867), who in 1833 settled on land at the headwater of the 
stream; his descendants still own the original homesite, which is listed in the County’s Heritage 
Conservancy Registry of Historic Places.  Samuel Wilkinson is buried in Wrightstown Friends 
Meeting Cemetery, 2.75 miles from the mouth of the stream in question.  
 

Telschows Branch, Texas 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth:  31.860911, -94.653828 / Source:  31.863808, -94.640438 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Rusk County 
Commissioners Court X     

State Names Authority Texas X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes       X 

 

https://www.hngnews.com/monona_cottage_grove/opinion/columns/article_4cdc59a1-771c-53e4-8cf0-6be298fcf06a.html
https://www.hngnews.com/monona_cottage_grove/opinion/columns/article_4cdc59a1-771c-53e4-8cf0-6be298fcf06a.html
https://www.hngnews.com/monona_cottage_grove/opinion/columns/article_c3d7b470-e504-502f-8e39-153aaf683d01.html
https://www.hngnews.com/monona_cottage_grove/opinion/columns/article_c3d7b470-e504-502f-8e39-153aaf683d01.html
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/sunny-schubert-honor-ho-chunk-woman-by-squaw-bay-rather-than-changing-its-name/article_87bead29-8f33-54c8-a038-8d6b0cadd591.html
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/sunny-schubert-honor-ho-chunk-woman-by-squaw-bay-rather-than-changing-its-name/article_87bead29-8f33-54c8-a038-8d6b0cadd591.html
https://www.hngnews.com/monona_cottage_grove/article_5df69b2f-7f27-5b0b-867c-31406d09e49b.html
https://www.hngnews.com/monona_cottage_grove/article_5df69b2f-7f27-5b0b-867c-31406d09e49b.html
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.25576&p_longi=-75.03366
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.254427&p_longi=-75.041335
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The new name Telschows Branch is proposed for a 0.9-mile-long unnamed tributary of Morrow 
Branch in Rusk County.  The name would honor Merrel V. Telschow (1917-2008).  The 
proponent, a second cousin of Mr. Telschow, reports that the stream marks the north boundary of a 
tract of land owned by Mr. Telschow (originally acquired by his uncle in 1918).  Mr. Telschow 
served in Germany during World War II and lived most of his life in Houston. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions 
 

Change Hiʻiaka Crater (FID 359142) (BGN 2017) to Hiʻiaka, Hawaii 
(Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park) 

(not review listed) 
19.3743124, -155.2299929 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

State Names Authority Hawaii X*     
Federal Agency NPS X     
Tribes N/A      

* The Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN) confirmed local usage with Hawaiian language experts and 
representatives of the Bishop Museum and reports that the Hawaii County government is in favor of the changes 
 
This proposal was submitted by the Hawaii Board on Geographic Names (HBGN) as part of a multi-
year effort to review names in the State that do not follow current Hawaiian place name standards.  
In this case, the HBGN has determined that the English generic term “Crater” should be removed 
from the name. 
 
The BGN voted to approve the name as Hiiaka Crater in 1964; Heake Crater later in 1964; and 
Hiiaka Crater in 1970.  In the late 1990s, the BGN allowed staff to make minor orthography changes 
(addition of a kahakō or an ʻokina, or combining multi-word names into one word) and record them 
as BGN decisions without a formal vote.  BGN review is required for spelling changes or changes to 
generic terms.  
 

Change Lowes Lake (FID 1568770) (BGN 1980) to Loew Lake, Wisconsin 
(Review List 444) 

43.2182664, -88.3114136 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Erin Town Board*     X 

 Washington County Board 
of Supervisors*     X 

State Names Authority Wisconsin X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

* contacted by SNA 
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This proposal is to change the name of Lowes Lake (BGN 1980) in the Town of Erin in Washington 
County, to Loew Lake.  The lake is on the Oconomowoc River in the Kettle Moraine State Forest, 
Loew Lake Unit.   
 
The change was proposed by a Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) program 
manager to recognize the name used by Kettle Moraine State Forest.  The proponent provided a copy 
of a 1996 “Kettle Moraine State Forest-Loew Lake Unit Master Plan,” in which the lake is recorded 
as Loew Lake.  The document reported that “The Loew family held land in the Oconomowoc River 
valley since the mid-1800s” and that a former land owner named Milton Loew (b. 1918) had 
contributed information for the report.  Property records provided by the proponent show that several 
Loew family members still live in the Town of Erin and in Washington County and that there are no 
individuals with any of the variant spellings of the lake name. 
 
The lake was shown as Lows Lake on USGS maps between 1892 and 1979.  A 1970 WDNR map 
was titled “Lowe Lake (Lower Lake).”  In 1980, the BGN approved a change to Lowes Lake citing a 
statement from the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council (WGNC) that it was the name in use 
locally and by the WDNR at the time.   
 
The current WDNR Register of Waterbodies lists the lake as Lowes Lake.  However, the DNR 
webpage for Kettle Moraine State Forest refers to the Loew Lake Unit and includes maps with the 
name Loew Lake.   
 
This proposal was forwarded to the BGN by the WGNC, which recommends approval.  The WGNC 
asked for recommendations from the Erin Town Board and the Washington County Board of 
Supervisors but did not receive any responses. 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Celeste Lake, Alabama 
(Review List 443) 

30.845179, -88.124922 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Saraland City Council     X 

 Mobile County 
Commission X     

State Names Authority Alabama X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

 
This proposal is to make official the name Celeste Lake for a 5.5-acre reservoir located in the City of 
Saraland in Mobile County and along an unnamed tributary of Bayou Sara.  The reservoir was 
constructed between 2002 and 2005.  It is not recorded in NHD and has never been shown on USGS 
maps. 
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In July 2020, Mobile County approved a 146-acre housing development named “The Estates at 
Celeste Lake,” which is to be built by the proponent’s development company and which will include 
the body of water.  The proponent states that the name refers to a town named Celeste that was 
planned to be built in the area by the Gulf Coast Fruit Farm Company in 1913.  Even though the 
town was never built, the name remained in local use in both Celeste Road, which passes the 
reservoir, and an unincorporated community named Celeste, 3.5 miles to the north. 
 
A different planned housing development named Celeste Springs is located 4.7 miles to the north-
northeast and is owned by the Celeste Land Company or Celeste Springs, LLC. 
 

Aramai Point, California 
(Coastal California National Monument) 

(Review List 441) 
37.606379, -122.501679 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government City of Pacifica  X     

 San Mateo County 
Supervisors X     

State Names Authority California X     
Federal Agency BLM X     
 NOAA X     
Tribes      X 
Other NPS†      

 Association of Ramaytush 
Ohlone X     

 Pacifica Historical Society X     

 San Pedro Creek Watershed 
Coalition X     

† feature outside NPS lands, but labeled on maps 
 
This proposal is to apply the new name Aramai Point to a 20-acre cape in the City of Pacifica in San 
Mateo County.  The name would recognize the Aramai people, who inhabited the area around the 
cape prior to and during Spanish settlement of the region.  The proponent, the Director of Pacifica’s 
Environmental Family Project, states that the name is supported by Pacifica residents and that locals 
are not aware of any existing name for the feature.  The Aramai were a distinct tribe of the Ohlone 
who lived in two villages near the cape for over 3,000 years. 
 
The cape is partly within Pacifica State Beach, managed by the City of Pacifica.  A few rock 
outcroppings on the edge of the cape are managed within the Bureau of Land Management’s Coastal 
California National Monument. 
 
The City of Pacifica website refers to the cape as Rockaway Point in a description of the historical 
Ocean Shore Railroad, which was constructed along the coast and ran across the cape.  At least two 
National Park Service (NPS) maps of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GOGA) label the 
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cape Rockaway Point.  When notified of these publications, the proponent confirmed that he wished 
to proceed with the proposal for Aramai Point. 
 
A marker within the Mori Point unit of GOGA (about a mile northeast of the cape) is titled “The 
Enduring Aramai” and reports that “[t]he park honors the heritage of the Aramai by naming two 
trails in the . . . Ohlone language -- Timigtac after their village . . . and Lishumsha for the resident 
garter snake.” 
 

Blackberry Lake, Wisconsin 
(Review List 444) 

45.691863, -91.589646 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Birchwood Town Board X     

 Washburn County Board o  
Supervisors X     

State Names Authority Wisconsin X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

 
The new name Blackberry Lake is proposed for an unnamed 11-acre lake in the Town of Birchwood 
in Washburn County.  The proponent, whose family purchased the land around the lake 20 years 
ago, states, “There are wild blackberry patches in the surrounding area.  The lake is itself the color of 
blackberries.”  He adds “the lake has significant enough public use [along its southern edge] to 
support a name.” 
 
The proposal was forwarded to the BGN by the Wisconsin Geographic Names Council (WGNC). 
 

Chalet Lake, Wisconsin 
(Review List 444) 

44.280867, -89.093952 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Linn Town Board     X 

 Waupaca County Board of 
Supervisors X     

State Names Authority Wisconsin X     
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes      X 

 
This proposal is to make official the name Chalet Lake for an approximately 30-acre reservoir in the 
Town of Lind in Waupaca County.  It was forwarded to the BGN by the Wisconsin Geographic 
Names Council (WGNC), on behalf of the proponent, who lives on the shore of the reservoir.  He 
reports that the name has been in local use for at least 12 years, and that residents living around the 
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body of water are members of the Chalet Lake Association, “which is solely for the preservation of 
Chalet Lake” and which was formed after a 2004 reservoir breach.  The name was reportedly applied 
by developers of the houses around the reservoir.  In 2020 the association learned that the body of 
water had no official name in Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources records, but “as far as 
anyone in the lake association knows, the name has never been in question.” 
 
Online real estate listings refer to the reservoir as Chalet Lake, and the name appeared on a 2010 
Federal Emergency Management Administration flood map.  A review of USGS maps suggests the 
reservoir was likely dug in the 1960s. 
 

 


